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WHO WILL WIN, THE LIMES OR ME? 

When we moved into our home six years ago, my husband 
insisted he wanted miniature citrus trees.  So, we planted a 
lemon, orange and lime tree in our backyard.  The citrus started 
with an advantage:  My husband has never grown citrus before.  
He actually is a theoretical expert if you count the books he’s 
read on the subject; it’s his real-life skills that need work. 
 
Supposedly, you’re supposed to be rewarded with a harvest 
over a long period of time.  Apparently the citrus don’t put much 
stock in books.  Our citrus, especially the limes, decided to ripen 
in the same 2-hour period.  You can’t imagine the stress. 
 
At that point, the limes were the boss of me.  Every morning, 
for five days, they forced me to spend all my spare time 
harvesting them. They got a real kick out of me rushing to pick 
them faster than they could go by. 
 
Picking limes is actually kind of fun, but it’s tricky.  The limes 
play this little game with you where they hold their breath and 
pretend to be a leaf, so you think you’ve picked a branch clean, 
but then you move onto another branch and look back, and, 
mercy, there are dozens more dangling right there behind you, 
stifling giggles. 
 
And, don’t forget the lime squat.  No matter how many times I 
circled the base of the tree, I invariably found more limes.  It 
was endless.  I’d pick from dawn to dusk, than stand up and get 
a killer post-squatting/waddling head rush.  I’d limp into the 
house to get on with Part 2:  juicing. 
 
I enjoyed the soothing rhythm of slicing the limes in two, 
placing each section over the juicer, pushing and twisting each 
piece to extract the juice.  It’s a good thing I learned to 
appreciate the Zen of this little chore, because I spent the rest 
of my spare time doing it.  I juiced so many limes my fingers 
and thumbnail turned green. It’s the first time I’ve been able to 
describe myself as having a “green thumb”.   
 
The limes are all harvested now. But sometimes I like to visit 
them, sealed in their little containers, lined up in the freezer.  In 
a slow, evil whisper, I say, “Who’s laughing now?” 
 
They absolutely hate that.           Adapted from Addison Independent 
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Gardening Ð The Number One Issue  
Water use is the 
overriding issue for 
gardening throughout 
Arizona.  The entire 
state is arid, even in the 
mountainous areas 
where it is cool; water 
supplies that look 
abundant are really 
tenuous and ephemeral.  
Unless you garden 
exclusively with native 
plants and just let the 
entire garden rise and 
fall with the natural 
rainfall, you will have to 
provide some measure 
of supplemental 
irrigation to grow plants 
well.  Managing how 
much and how often to 
water is the most 
challenging task that 
Arizona gardeners face.  
It is a constant quest to 
find just the right 
schedule and just the 
right amount to water. 
 
Drip irrigation is a 
popular style of 
irrigation in Arizona.  
Drip irrigation has the 
advantage of being 
relatively easy to install 
and maintain, delivers 
water exactly where a 
plant uses it---on the 

root zone, and can be 
modified and adapted to 
suit any kind of plant 
you have.  Most people 
find that an irrigation 
system on a timer saves 
not only time and water 
but lots of plants. 
 
Drip irrigation is an 
outstanding method of 
watering newly planted 
trees, shrubs, 
perennials, and 
vegetable gardens.  It 
can be useful for 
succulents if the entire 
irrigation line is 
dedicated to succulents 
and the schedule is set 
specifically for them.  
Otherwise, it is better to 
water them by hand.  
Mature trees have root 
systems that are so 
large and extensive that 
after a few years, a drip 
system doesn’t do them 
much good.  Watering 
with a slowly running 
hose over a long period 
of time works best.  
After a few more years, 
mature trees are mainly 
reliant on natural 
rainfall because they are 
just too large to water 
well without flooding 

the entire yard.  
Eventually, well-adapted 
trees are sustained 
either on minimal, 
intermittent watering or 
natural rainfall. 
Eliminating a lawn 
altogether, whenever 
possible, is best as they 
never survive without 
intervention. 
 
It is estimated that forty 
to sixty percent of a 
family’s water use is 
outdoors.  It makes 
sense, therefore, that in 
this state where rain, 
and therefore water 
supplies, are severely 
limited, to look for 
plants that do not 
demand high levels of 
supplemental water to 
look their best.  They 
are here in abundance.  
There are prolific 
numbers of low-water-
use perennials, shrubs, 
and trees available in 
nurseries.  More 
varieties are being 
introduced all the time 
that satisfy the need to 
be water-thrifty and still 
have a glorious, 
successful garden. 

Arizona Gardener’s Guide 

 
 

From Management:  
Crime stats  for the entire community have been posted on the website.   They can be found 
in the quick links section on the home page . 
  
The 2010 budget  has also been posted should you wish to have an electronic copy.   It can 
be found in the same quick links section.  
  
If anyone has any questions please do not hesitate to email me.  
 
Matt Osselaer, Property Manager  
mjosselaer@gmail.com  
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LIVING WITH VENOMOUS REPTILES  Ð What to do & Not Do If Bitten  
 
What to do if a rattles nake bite occurs : 
 *Remain calm and reassure the victim.  
 *Remove all jewelry, watches, etc. from affected area.  
 *Immobilize  
 *Decrease total body activity as is feasible.  
 *Move victim to medical facility without delay.  
 
What not to do if a rattlesnake bite occurs:  
 *Do NOT apply ice to bite area.  
 *Do NOT use incision of any kind.  
 *Do NOT use a constriction band or tourniquet.  
 *Do NOT administer alcohol or drugs.  
 *Do NOT use electric shock treatment.  
 
Pets are sometimes bitten by rattlesnakes.  Cats,  by behavior, tend to hide out after an injury.  
Despite this, many survive.  Although many large dogs do well with no veterinary care, it is 
recommended that any pet be taken to an emergency veterinary clinic if bitten.  Some dog 
trainers offer Òsnake avo idanceÓ training.  Effectiveness of this training depends on the skill of the 
trainer and the personality of the dog.  

   (Next Newsletter Ð Gila Monsters)  
 

Source:  Tucson Herpetological Society Brochure-2004 
 
 

Tucson Mailing Address :      Phoenix Mailing A ddress :   
Tucson Mountain Sanctuary     Tucson Mountain Sanctuary  
c/o The Osselaer Company     c/o  The Osselaer Company  
PO Box 15178       532 E. Maryland Ave., Ste. F  
Tucson, AZ  85708       Phoenix, AZ  85012  

 
 

WHAT TO TAKE TO BED WITH YOU  
 
 Put your car keys  beside your bed at night. If you hear a noise outside your home or 
someone trying to get in your house, just press the panic button for your car.  The alarm will be 
set off, and the horn will continue to sound until either you turn it off or the car batte ry dies.  
 Next time you come home for the night and you start to put your keys away, think of this:  
It's a security alarm system that you probably already have and requires no installation.  Test it. 
It will go off from most everywhere inside your house a nd will keep honking until your battery 
runs down or until you reset it with the button on the key fob chain. It works if you park in your 
driveway or garage.  If your car alarm goes off when someone is trying to break into your house, 
odds are the burglar /rapist won't stick around.  
 After a few seconds all the neighbors will be looking out their windows to see who is out 
there and sure enough the criminal won't want that. And remember to carry your keys while 
walking to your car in a parking lot. The alarm  can work the same way there.  
 This would also be useful for any emergency, such as a heart attack, where you can't reach 
a phone. Suggest to anyone with a health problem that they carry there car keys with them in 
case they fall outside. They can activate  the  car alarm and then s omeone in the area will  know 
there's a problem.  
  
Please pass this on even if  you've read it before . 
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Engaging Young People in Crime Prevention  
 
The world is a better and safer place when we care for others a nd they care for us.  Doing so 
strengthens the community and also the country, and remains one of the best approaches to 
crime prevention.  When youth become involved in community service projects, they take a 
stand against crime and violence and become pa rt of the solution to improving their schools 
and communities.  From cleaning up a run -down playground to removing graffiti from the walls 
of a school, from teaching younger children to stay safe to raising money to provide bulletproof 
vests for police dog s, children and youth can make a difference and, in the process, gain self -
confidence and learn new skills.  
 
McGruff¨ Club is a program created by the National Crime Prevention Council to educate 
children ages 6 to 10 on what they can do to stay safe, prev ent crime and violence in their 
communities, and participate in service projects designed to make their communities safer.  
Children meet once a week for 45 minutes and spend this time identifying safety concerns, 
learning how to stay safe, engaging in ser vice projects, and celebrating those projects.  All 
children in McGruff Club explore the topics of safe and unsafe neighborhoods, conflict 
management, bullying, and dangerous situations in the neighborhood.  McGruff Clubs address 
additional issues based on  the concerns of the children, which may include diversity, internet 
safety, guns and other weapons, and home safety.   Members receive special McGruff items and 
adult facilitators receive a resource toolkit to help them teach children about crime preventio n 
and safety.
 Source:  National Crime Prevention Council
 

Laughter  RX 
  Will Rogers had a great sense of humor Ð Here is one of his gems:  
   “Always drink upstream from the herd.”                   Source: Women 
in Motion  

 
Fight Back - Reverse the Charges     (Better Homes & Gardens -Everyday Money)  

The bill shows a purchase you never made but the bank blames you anyway?  Save 
your credit and your peace of mind Fight back.   
 
You come home from vacation and find a credit card bill with a $50 charge you didn’t make.  

You alert your card company and get the standard reassurance that the company will handle the problem.  
They handle it, all right.  Within a few months, the company has assessed late fees on the disputed charge, 
raising it to almost $200. Then, just because they could, the company jacks the interest rate to nearly 30%. 
 
 When you call your credit card company again, this time invoke a federal law that legally binds 
the company to resolve the dispute within three months.  Ask for the customer rep’s name to include in 
your complaint to federal regulators.  Unfortunately, when a consumer disputes a charge, they may find 
that card issuers are less cooperative than their marketing campaigns would have you believe. 
 
 Show You Know the Rules.  Credit card transactions are governed by the federal Truth in 
Lending Act.  Most of the protections come from a law known as the Fair Credit Billing Act.  You can 
learn more in the “Consumer Protection” section of the Web site for the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC) at www.fdic.gov.  Call, Then Write  After calling your bank or card company, put it 
in writing by mailing a quick note disputing the charge.  Be sure to send your letter to the appropriate 
department.  Use the address listed on the back of your statement for “disputes” or “correspondence”.  
Send it by certified mail.  You’ll get confirmation of receipt. 
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 Never Surrender  If the bank investigates and rules that you are responsible, keep pushing.  
Write to the credit bureaus to dispute the charge.  The law requires bureaus to investigate, even if the card 
company won’t reinvestigate.  Persistence always pays. 

November/December 2009  

 

 
 

Pima Animal Care Center  - www.pimaanimalcare.org 

Leash Law:  Dogs must be on a leash at all times, or in a 
confined area.  Dogs cannot be left unattended while tied up in a 
yard.  Leash law citations require a photo of the loose dog with a 
date and time of the photo, PLUS the address where the dog 
lives.  If no photo, testimony of two witnesses who saw the dog 
loose, date, time, and dog!s home address will suffice. 

To Report a Problem: 

Call Pima County Animal Care at 243-5900. 

Buff e l Grass Volunteers  
 
November 14 th  has been selected as Buff el grass removal day .  Volunteers are needed for 
this project to clean Tucson Mountain Sanctuary  of this invasive grass.  For more 
information contact Lois Gorto  at lgorto@com cast.net  or call 883 -6380 . 
    
Meet at 7:30 am  on Bopp Road just south of the dirt road that connects Sarasota Blvd. 
and Bopp . 
 
Three person teams will work together for approximately 2 hours (7:30 -9:30) and   
volunteers are needed to help in this clean -up .  There is a job for everyone Ð young, old, 
or with physical limitations.  People are needed to hold the bags as well as help with 
gathering it.   
 
Previously 144  bags of Buff el Grass were removed in six  outings.   Removal bars and 
bags will be provided.  Plan on bringing work gloves and drinking water.  
 
Help return the desert to its natural habitat.  

Financials:  As of 9/30/2009     YTD   ($)  *Delinquencies 

Income:      72,173.03 Assoc. Dues Del.  (4,704.91) 

Expenses:     89,709.57 Total balance includes late charges 

Reserve:     24, 511.12         fines, legal fees, etc 
CD account     16,151.15   

Delinquencies:     38,034.29* 
 

 
KBHome	
  
Customer Care:  
    918 -6401  
	
  
Richmond	
  
   544 -2700  
	
  
Lennar/USHome	
  
   747 -0997  

	
  
EMERGENCY:  
(SheriffÕs Dept.)  
       911  

	
  
Post	
  Office:	
  
Valencia Branch  
    275 - 8777  
 
Property	
  Mgr.	
  
Matt Osselaer  
The Osselaer Company  

520 - 6 22 - 82 96  
PO Box 15178  
Tucson, AZ 8570 8  
Email:  
mjosselaer@gmail.com  
 

ARC Statistics:  As of 10/20/2009 
 
Requests Received:   11 
Requests Approved:   11 
Requests Denied:     0    
Requests for more Info:     1 
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A big THANK YOU to all that have shown up and given  their time and muscles.  
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 ÒTucson ÒTIDBITS Ó 
        

 By S. Shumway 
      
EN ROU TE TO NOGALES – Seven miles southwest of Patagonia on 
Arizona 82 is a signed turnoff for Patagonia Lake State Park.  If 
you’re up for fishing, picnicking, hiking, bird-watching or camping, 
the park has it all.  At two and a half miles long and 250 surface 
acres, Patagonia Lake is popular for a variety of recreational 

activities.  (Directions:  I-10 East to Hwy 83 South to Hwy 82.  Hwy 82, 7 miles past the town of 
Patagonia). 
 Visitors drive in four miles from the highway turnoff to reach the lake.  Day-use hours are 
8 a.m. to 10 p.m., and there is a nominal entrance fee for each day use and for overnight camping 
activities.  There are campsites with electrical and water hookups. 
 Created by damming of Sonoita Creek, the lake is habitat for bass, crappie, bluegill, and 
catfish, and is stocked with rainbow trout during the winter.  For anglers’ sake, the east half of the 
lake is designated a no wake area.  For those looking for a quiet lake, personal watercraft (Jet Skis) 
and above-water-exhausted boats (Jet Boats) are prohibited on this lake.  Patagonia Marina 
provides boat rentals (rowboats, canoes, peddle boats) as well as bait, fishing licenses and 
miscellaneous fishing and boating gear. 
 Journeying on toward Nogales, you’ll pass the burned remains of Arizona Vineyards winery 
along the highway as you approach town.  The June fire destroyed one of the best vineyards that 
offered tasting and sales of vintages with names such as “Rattlesnake Red, “Apache Red” and 
“Arizona White Burgundy”.  Hopefully, Tito, the owner will be able to rebuild this classic landmark.  
There are many opportunities for wine tasting at other vineyards located in and around Elgin and 
Nogales. 
 A stop in Nogales, with an excursion to the Mexican side of the border, will add 
international flavor to your trip.  Be prepared to take an entire day for a Nogales visit as there is 
much to do and see on the colorful streets of the city. 


