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ATTENTION HOMEOWNERS
CHANGE IN COLLECTION PROCEDURE


We are all offspring of what Tom Brokaw called “The Greatest Generation”.  These were the generation of Americans who built the foundation for our present day success.  The strongest country, the strongest economy and the strongest core values of honesty, integrity and personal responsibility.


As a member of this generation we need to live up to this legacy.  We have an obligation to our community to participate in community functions.  This would include keeping your home in excellent condition, possibly serving on the Board of Directors or a committee.  Of equal importance is the payment of your Association dues.  This is the fundamental obligation for all homeowners.


Thankfully, Tucson Mountain Sanctuary has nominal monthly dues.  This is due in large part because of the total number of homes and the fact that the Association does not have to maintain its streets.


However, a select number of homeowners have failed to pay their contractual obligation.  This forces the remainder of the homeowners (your neighbors) to shoulder the burden.  The simple truth is that this is not right.  The duty to pay your dues on time is everyone’s fundamental obligation.


The Board of Directors has voted unanimously to step up collection procedures to deal with this issue.  As you may have surmised, involving an attorney will make the Association dues look small in comparison.


In plain words, if your account becomes over four (4) months past due, you will be receiving notice from the Association’s attorney in the form of a demand letter.  This will cost $150.00.  The next step is court action; this fee could amount to $500-1000.00.  As you can no doubt tell, the payment of your Association dues should be back on your priority list.  If you have been tardy on your payments, please make arrangements to bring your account current as quickly as possible.


Thank you in advance for assisting in maintaining our “Greatest Generation” in the Tucson Mountain Sanctuary community.
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ALL HOMEOWNERS ARE URGED TO ATTEND THE BOARD MTGS.
The monthly HOA meeting is held at Calvary Church, 4540 S. Tucson Estates Parkway @ 6 pm.
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Attention:  A community garage sale is being planned for October.  Watch for further details.

July 2007
A HUGE THANK YOU TO THE HOMEOWNERS OBSERVED PICKING UP DEBRIS IN THE COMMON AREAS.  WE ALL APPRECIATE YOUR EXTRA EFFORTS IN HELPING KEEP OUR AREA CLEAN!!!

You know who you are but we don’t!!!

BOARD MEMBERS That Have Left Us: 
Christine Creasy-Kline:  Individual homeowners do not know of the countless hours you put in behind the scenes. Your knowledge has been invaluable.  Thank you for all you have done for Tucson Mountain Sanctuary.

Robert Ross:  Your attention to detail and ability to illustrate additional options in many situations was invaluable to the entire board.  Thank you for working Tucson Mountain Sanctuary duties into your busy schedule and travel.
Kathy Talcott:  The board expresses their gratitude to you for filling the position created with John Sparks resignation.  To be new to TMS and the board at the same time is a difficult position in which to be placed.  Thank you for helping the Board of Tucson Mountain Sanctuary as well as the HOA.
New BOARD MEMBERS Joining Us:

Bradley Yant – President 

John Maple – Member at Large & NAC (Alternate) – Mountain Vista Shopping Ctr.
Laura-Jane Estrella – Member at Large

 
During the open discussion session with homeowners at the annual meeting, the following complaints were communicated to the Board:
1)  CATS yowling at all hours of the night as well as entering neighborhood yards and depositing their feces has become a problem.  Please confine your cat to your own yard or home.  No homeowner wants to clean up after someone else's pet!!!

2)  DOG barking continues to be a nuisance.  This is an on-going problem which must be addressed by the pet owner.  Call Animal Control if you have problems with neighbors’ pets.
Animal Control:  743-7550

3)  Deodorize your trash cans periodically.  Not only can they call insects (disease) but they give off noxious odors – especially now that the hot summer days are here.

*****NOTICE******
The Pima County Sheriff’s Department has notified Neighborhood Watch that some sex offenders have moved into the local area.  These people are not wanted by police at the present time. This is just a notification which is allowed by law.  Please make your children aware of what they should do if a stranger approaches them.  
KEEP YOUR CHILDREN SAFE!!
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 “Tucson “TIDBITS”
By S. Shumway

Interesting facts about Tucson: (2005 last year figures available)
Cost of Living





Tucson, AZ

National Average
  Cost of Living Index




      91.1


  102.76

  Average Yearly Utility Cost



     2477


3250.50

  Average Household Total Consumer Expenditures
$32,674 per year
$41,554 per year

  Average Household Education Expenditures

$588 per year

$729 per year

  Average Household Entertainment Expenditures
$1,702 per year

$2,183 per year
  Average Household Transportation Expenditures
$7,025 per year

$8,682 per year

  Average Household Retail Expenditures

$18,603 per year
$24,928 per year

  Average Household Non-Retail Expenditures

$13,560 per year
$17,353 per year

Demographics 





Tucson, AZ

National Average
  Median Age





      31.3 years

   37.41 years

  Median Household Income



$27,386

$39,727

  Percentage of Single Households


      47.4%

    44.72%

  Percentage of Married Households


       52.6%

     55.27%

  Percentage of Families (with children)


       77.8%

     69.28%

  Average Household Size



        3.18 people
       2.57 people
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Financial:
(YTD) As of 6/30/07 
ARC Requests: 6/18/07
Income:
$55,794.54

Requests Received: 20
Expenses:
$40,828.85

Requests Approved: 17
Reserves:
$14,965.69

Denied:  
  
  2
Delinquencies: $15,915.77
Resubmit-More Info: 6 
Architectural Review Committee Requests:  

#1– Do NOT start a project without prior approval.

#2– Submit requests with complete information (setbacks
    from walls, matching house colors, etc). 

LoJack
Since 1998, the Sheriff’s Department has been using the LoJack tracking system.
In March of 2007, 35 new LoJack systems will have been installed to replace the previous 20 systems which are being phased out because no replacement parts are available.  The new systems are more sensitive, are programmable, are able to scan multiple frequencies, and have a different display (it will talk to you).  As they are programmable it can be updated like any computer rather than having to wait for a whole new system to be created.

LoJack uses radio frequencies rather than satellites (On-Star) to locate its target.  Repeaters are located on Tucson Mountain and Elephant Head.  LoJack has 25 different places for mounting locations of the transmitting unit vs. one for On-Star.  The LoJack system is more difficult for a car thief to disable due to multiple installation locations and the compact size of the transmitter.  The receiver has a self-contained battery for a very versatile system.
This system will put the Sheriff’s Department on the cutting edge of technology and give them the advantage over the suspect, who in their mind has nothing to lose.



Source:  Pima County Sheriff’s Department 
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Email SCAM ALERT

http://ssl.azcreditunions.madmilkdud.com/members/formular.com
THIS IS A FRAUDULENT EMAIL.  DO NOT RESPOND OR COMPLETE THE LOG-IN.  CREDIT UNIONS WILL NEVER ASK FOR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION.

If you have received this email and belong to a credit union, the Sheriff’s Department recommends you notify them as soon as possible.  If you answered the email, please cancel your accounts, and make a police report as soon as possible.

· Keep your personal information private and your passwords secure.
· Beware of “phishing”.  These are email requests purporting to be from your bank, etc. that ask you to “verify” passwords, etc.  Don’t get lured in.
· Use only secure websites for purchases. Look for a secure padlock icon at the bottom of the browser window.
· Shop with companies you know and trust.  Secure your computer by updating your security software.  Everyone should have antivirus, anti-spyware, and anti-spam software installed.  Visit www.bytecrime.org for free software downloads.
· Install and activate a firewall.  If you don’t have one, you can easily download one.
· Never open emails from people you do not know.  Instead delete it and report it as spam to your email company.

Source:  Pima County Sheriff’s Department

How Can We All Save Water?

Tucson is located in the Sonoran Desert with unique plant and animal species but with few natural water resources.  We receive an average of 12 inches or less of rainfall per year.  

Our combined average daily residential and nonresidential water consumption (known as “per capita” water consumption---gallons per capital per day---gpcd) is generally 160 gallons.


Water conservation, along with Colorado River water, and groundwater, is an important element of our long range water resource plans.  As a community we must consider all of our water supplies as precious and not to be used wastefully.


Saving water doesn’t have to be complicated or expensive.  It can be as simple as turning off the water while you brush your teeth, doing full loads of clothes or dishes, and sweeping instead of hosing patios and walkways.  Or, it can include finding and repairing leaks, installing water-saving plumbing fixtures, landscaping with low-water-use plans, and installing a drip irrigation system.

(More tips and facts will follow in future Newsletters)

Source:  Tucson Water Conservation Office
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DID YOU KNOW?
In this and future Newsletters, we are initiating coverage of topics contained in the Tucson Mountain Sanctuary Homeowners Association CCR’s (Declaration of Covenants Conditions and Restrictions) and the ARC’s (Architectural Review Committee Design Guidelines). 

This is an effort to further the understanding and provide information to homeowners and renters of the criteria, restrictions and their obligations as homeowners and renters to maintain the value of the entire Tucson Mountain Sanctuary.
Let’s start with the ARC Design Guidelines which are overseen by a HOA Board appointed committee known as the Architectural Review Committee (ARC).  (Per Section 1.08 of CCR’s).

1. The ARC reviews any modifications (referred to as “Alteration” in the Design Guidelines) to all Lots within the community which are submitted by Homeowners.

2. The ARC establishes rules and guidelines for such “Alterations” so that a uniform standard can be achieved.

3. This is achieved by balancing individual rights (homeowners) with the community needs and values.

4. All “Alterations” must be submitted to the ARC unless specifically stated other wise in the Design Guidelines.
5. The Homeowner shall submit the following to the ARC for approval PRIOR to construction or installation of an “Alteration”:

i. A completed Architectural Request Form. 
(Available at www.tucsonmountainsancturary.org or request a form from Judson Adams at adamsjud@gmail.com) 
ii. Plans and specifications for the proposed work, including, if applicable:

1. A site plan for the lot showing the “Alteration” in its proposed location along with all other improvements on the lot.  Dimensions from the “Alteration” to the nearest existing improvement.  If plants are part of the project, the type of plant (name) should be shown for front and year yards.  The plan need be only a rough sketch and not to scale but should include as much pertinent information as possible.

2. Plans and specifications for all aboveground construction (e.g. spas, sheds, swing sets, patio covers, gazebos, armadas) showing material of construction, dimensions, height, width, roofing material, distance from walls, and paint color(s).

3. The time frame for beginning and completion of work to construct or install the “Alteration”.
6.  
The ARC may request additional information to resolve any questions about the project.

7.
The ARC reserves the right to request “reasonable” modifications to any alteration if deemed appropriate.
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GUIDELINE FOR WATERING TREES, SHRUBS AND GROUNDCOVERS
There are no precise formula for watering plants, just strategies and observations.  There are, however, some general guidelines which can help you schedule your watering which appear in the tables below.  Notice that the time between watering grows longer as the plants mature.  And, as the plants mature they may need more water each time you water, but, they need it less frequently.  Again, it is important to note that you should water deeply and infrequently to encourage root development and keep an eye on your plants and probe the soil.

Watering Guidelines for Shrubs and Groundcovers

Temperature 


1st Year 

2nd Year 

After 2 Years
Below 75 degrees 
Every 2 Weeks 
Every 3 Weeks 

Every 30 Days

75-90 degrees
Weekly
Every 2 Weeks

Every 3 Weeks

91-100 degrees
Twice a Week
Weekly


Every 2 Weeks

Over 100 degrees
Three times a week
Twice a week

Weekly

Watering Guidelines for Trees
Temperature 


1st Year 

2nd Year 

After 2 Years
Below 75 degrees
Every 2 Weeks
Once a Month

Water if no rainfall







within 60 days

75-90 degrees
Every 5-7 Days
Every 3 Weeks

Water if no rainfall







within 60 days

91-100 degrees
Weekly
Every 2 Weeks

Gradually extend







intervals between







waterings to every







six weeks

Over 100 degrees
Twice a week
Weekly


Gradually extend







intervals between







waterings to every







four weeks

These guidelines assume you have watered to the recommended depth.
Source:  Homeowners’ Guide to Using Water Wisely – Tucson Water Conservation Office
☼  SONORAN DESERT WEEDWACKERS INVITATION  ☼
Some areas have been building up masses of buffelgrass over the last couple of years. The Weedwackers meet at the Caretaker’s House across the road from the Arizona Sonora Desert Museum on Kinney Road if you wish to help with its eradication. It would be good to wear hiking boots.  Gloves and digging bars will be provided but remember to bring sunscreen, water and snacks.  Munchies are always appreciated for snacking after the digging and bagging.

Come join us for the love of the desert.
(Approximately 3 hrs. per session)

Meeting Times

8:00 am  January-March, November, December

7:00 am  April-May, September, October

6:00 am  June-August
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WATER SAFETY TIPS from Drexel Heights Fire District

Drowning is one of the leading causes of death for children under the age of four in Arizona. Near drowning is also very tragic and can cause permanent brain damage. Drowning and near drowning can be prevented! Anyone involved with young children needs to be aware of how to prevent this tragedy.

Never leave your child unattended in or near a lake, swimming pool, hot tub, spa, bathtub, toilet, or bucket of water, not even for a second. Make sure you keep toys, tricycles, and other play items away from the pool or spa. Don't allow barriers, such as fences or walls, give you a false sense of security regarding your child's safety. There is NO substitute for adult supervision. 

Make sure your pool or spa has an effective barrier, such as a fence, wall, or locked gate that helps to guard against unauthorized access. Gates should have self-closing, self-latching mechanisms. Latches need to be out of reach of young children. Your pool or spa should have a barrier regardless of whether they are covered. Remember to always drain standing water off the cover of your pool or spa.

Children must also be supervised while bathing. Leaving a child in charge of a younger sibling is not acceptable. Many tragedies occur when the child is left alone in the tub for "just a few seconds" while the telephone is being answered or while the parent or adult caretaker is getting a towel. It is very important to remember to immediately empty the bathtub once the bath is finished. Children have also been known to drown in toilet bowls. A young toddler is inquisitive by nature and is drawn to any body of water, including the toilet bowl. With a toddler's head and body weight distribution, a child that reaches into the toilet and falls in head first may not have the strength to lift themselves out and escape.

As pool season arrives, won’t you take the time to learn CPR and other lifesaving techniques? Contact Drexel Heights Fire District to find out when the next available CPR class is in your community. Post your local emergency number on your phones and consider installing a phone near the pool area. The number to call for emergency help in the Drexel Heights Fire District area is 911. And remember… Adult supervision is the best approach in the prevention of drowning!

Tucson Mountain Sanctuary Website
The Tucson Mountain Sanctuary website is now fully functional.  Check it out!!  Find minutes of meetings, ARC information, NAC news, FAQ’s, answers to questions, etc.
www.tucsonmountainsanctuary.org
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Classes included in the program:
Handling & Care for Babies
Home & Fire Safety
First Aid (American Heart Association certification)
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)
Ethics of Babysitting
How to Build a Babysitting Resume

The Babysitting Program is 2 days long

There are 3 session dates to choose from:
(Must attend both days in the session)

Session 1: June 20 & 22
Session 2: July 18 & 20
Session 3: August 6 & 8

Class costs are $10 for DHFD District residents
$25 for non-District residents
Participants MUST be 12 years of age.

Register at the Drexel Heights FD Admin office
5030 S. Camino Verde (Ajo & Camino Verde)
Or for more information call us at (520) 883-4341
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Your Board Members





President


	Bradley Yant


Vice President


	Ken White


Sec./Treas.


	Shirley Shumway


Members:


	Richard Meyer


	John Maple


	LauraJane Estrella





Architectural Committee


Judson Adams


Lois Hillard 


Diane Hinds 


John Hinds


Carl Shumway


Virginia Cuevas,


  	Alternate





Common Area Committee


	Delina Creasy


	Richard Meyer


	Shirley Shumway


	


Property Manager


	Matt Osselaer


  	  Osselaer Management


520-609-8421


Email:  mjosselaer@gmail.com








	






























































KBHome


Customer Care:


    918-6401





Richmond


   544-2700





Lennar/USHome


   747-0997





EMERGENCY:


(Sheriff’s Dept.)


    822-5355 or 911





Post Office:


Valencia Branch


    275-8777





Property Mgr.


Matt Osselaer


520-609-8421





Email:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mjosselaer@osselaer.com" ��mjosselaer@gmail.com�





Complaints from your Neighbors





Thank You!!





LAUGHTER RX


A little girl was watching her parents dress for a party.  When her father slipped on his tuxedo, she warned, “Daddy, you shouldn’t wear that suit.  You know it always gives you a headache the next morning.”














“Every successful community has three things: a broadly shared opportunity to participate, a broadly felt responsibility for the success of the enterprise, and a genuine sense of belonging.”





Quote from Speech of Former President Bill Clinton at Middlebury College Commencement – May 2007
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