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DRAFT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
PROJECT OVERVIEW 
 
The Pima County Department of Transportation proposes to improve approximately 6,785 feet of 
Kinney Road, from approximately 860 feet south of Ajo Way (State Route 86) to approximately 
1,300 feet north of Sarasota Boulevard. The project limits are located in unincorporated Pima 
County, west of Tucson city limits, with Kinney Road generally situated in a northwest-southeast 
direction. Figure ES-1 depicts the project location within Pima County and Figure ES-2 shows 
the project limits within the context of the area’s major roads.  

In conjunction with the Kinney Road project, approximately 350 feet of new roadway will be 
constructed within the Sarasota Boulevard right-of-way east of the Kinney Road and Sarasota 
Boulevard intersection. As part of this roadway project, approximately 2,300 feet of Bopp Road 
will be improved and realigned between Calgary Avenue and Kinney Road. Proposed 
construction associated with Kinney Road, Sarasota Boulevard, and Bopp Road is collectively 
referred to throughout the document as the Kinney Road Improvements Project. The proposed 
project construction is anticipated to occur over a period of 18 months. 

Kinney Road is designated as a Major Scenic Route north of Ajo Way and as a Major Route 
south of Ajo Way. The Pima County Roadway Design Manual, second edition (2003) (PCRDM) 
states that all designated scenic routes are subject to the Environmentally Sensitive Roadway 
(ESR) design guidelines found in Chapter 4 of the PCRDM. The PCRDM also states that 
projects located in roadways designated as ESRs require completion of an Environmental 
Assessment and Mitigation Report (EAMR). The environmental analysis presented in this 
EAMR describes existing conditions, impacts, and mitigation measures associated with the 
proposed Kinney Road Improvements Project, the associated rights-of-way, and temporary 
construction easements.  

PROJECT NAME: Kinney Road Improvements Project 

PROJECT NUMBER: 4KRAWB 

PROJECT LOCATION:  Sections 26 and 36, Township 14 South, Range 12 East of the 
Salt and Gila River Base and Meridian in unincorporated Pima 
County, Arizona 

ESTIMATED COST   

AND FUNDING SOURCES: Development and intergovernmental agreements documenting 
cost-sharing arrangements are among Donahue Schriber, 
Arizona Department of Transportation, and Pima County. The 
design/build team will develop firm costs for the project as the 
design progresses. 



Project Location

¬«77

¬«86

A
LV

E
R

N
O

N

M
IS

S
IO

N

R
E

S
E

R
V

A
T

IO
N

AVRA VALLEY
G

O
LD

E
N

G
AT

E SILVE
R

B
E

LL

LA
C

A
N

A
D

A

PRINCE

W
IL

M
O

T

S
W

A
N

INA

P

MANVILLE

SUNSET

O
R

A
C

LE

H
O

U
G

H
T

O
N

S
A

N
D

E
R

S

K
O

L
B

VALENCIA

S
A

N
D

A
R

IO

TIRO

RIVER

T
U

C
S

O
N

1S
T

C
A

M
P

B
E

L
L

SILVERBELL

A
N

W
A

Y

MOORE

S
H

A
N

N
O

N

GRANT

JO
S

E
P

H

S
W

A
N

BOPP

T
R

IC
O

MILE WIDE

M
E

LP
O

M
E

N
E

AJO WAY

C
R

A
Y

C
R

O
F

T

TANGERINE

B
E

A
R

C
A

N
Y

O
N

W
A

D
E

C
A

M
IN

O
V

E
R

D
E

ESCALANTE

IRVINGTON

C
A

R
D

IN
A

L

LA
C

H
O

L
LA

CAT
ALI

NA

IRVINGTON

H
A

R
R

IS
O

N

S
A

N
D

A
R

IO

RIVER

BROADWAY

22ND

GOLF LINKS

KINNEY

TWIN PEAKS

SPEEDWAY

W
IL

M
O

T

ANKLAM

P I M A C O U N T YP I M A C O U N T Y

TUCSON

MARANA

CORTARO

RILLITO

CATALINA

ORO VALLEY

SUMMERHAVEN

TANQUE VERDE

§̈¦I-19

§̈¦I-10

§̈¦I-10

§̈¦I-10

Project Location

Figure ES-1

P
:\T

R
A

N
S

P
O

R
TA

T
IO

N
\S

un
dt

\2
34

45
05

4_
A

jo
_K

in
ne

y\
gi

s\
pl

ot
s\

F
ig

E
S

-1
_P

ro
je

ct
Lo

ca
tio

n.
pd

f(
pr

)

I

Kinney Road Improvements Project

Arizona

Draft

0 2 41

Miles

Source: ALRIS 1997 - 2005

Legend

Project Location

Interstate

County

Railroad

Major Road

Cities

!

!

!

¥¦8

¥¦15

¥¦40

¥¦17

¥¦10

¥¦10

¥¦19

¥¦40

Phoenix

Flagstaff

Tucson

Project Area

M O H AV EM O H AV E

C O C O N I N OC O C O N I N O A PA C H EA PA C H E

N AV A J ON AV A J O

G R E E N L E EG R E E N L E E

G R A H A MG R A H A M

C O C H I S EC O C H I S E

S A N T A C R U ZS A N T A C R U Z

P I M AP I M A

P I N A LP I N A L

M A R I C O PAM A R I C O PA

YAV A P A IYAV A P A I

L A PA ZL A PA Z

Y U M AY U M A





Kinney Road Improvements Project ES-4 Draft Executive Summary  
Draft EAMR  August 2007 

PROJECT PURPOSE AND NEED 

This project is designed to improve traffic flow and enhance safety along Kinney Road. Kinney 
Road is currently a 2-lane facility with limited capacity and few provisions for alternate modes. 
According to traffic counts conducted in 2006, Kinney Road accommodates 18,470 vehicles per 
day between Ajo Way and Bopp Road. In recent years, the construction of residential 
developments adjacent to Kinney Road Improvements Project study area has further increased 
the need for improvements and capacity along the corridor. Twenty-seven accidents occurred 
between 2002 and 2004 at the Ajo Way and Kinney Road intersection.  

In anticipation of future regional and local growth, Pima County has required improvements 
along Kinney Road. With the expected increase in residential and proposed retail associated with 
the Mountain Vista Shopping Center, Kinney Road will no longer be able to provide sufficient 
traffic flow. The Kinney Road Improvements Project is also included in the 2030 Regional 
Transportation Plan, adopted by the Pima Association of Governments on June 29, 2006. The 
Regional Transportation Plan is a long-range plan that identifies potential multi-modal projects, 
policies, and strategies in response to current transportation needs and continuing population 
growth.  

PROJECT ELEMENTS 

• Widening of Kinney Road to two travel lanes and a multiuse lane in each direction 

• Raised medians with landscaping 

• Installation of left-turn lanes 

• Curbs at intersections, and curbs and gutters along the length of Kinney Road from Ajo 
Way to Sarasota Boulevard 

• A sidewalk or paved path along the eastern extent of Kinney Road from Ajo Way north to 
the shopping center’s traffic signal and on the west side of Kinney Road from Sarasota 
Boulevard to Ajo Way 

• Drainage improvements, including graded channels, culverts, and culvert extensions 

• Circulation improvements at the Ajo Way and Kinney Road intersection 

• Realignment of Bopp Road to the Sarasota Boulevard right-of-way, resulting in the 
elimination of the existing intersection of Bopp Road and Kinney Road 

 
PROJECT IMPACTS AND RECOMMENDED MITIGATION 

The following sections describe the potential impacts on resources and the recommended 
mitigation measures to be incorporated during construction and operation of the improved 
roadways. Table ES-1 lists the potential impacts, recommended mitigation measures, agency 
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responsible for overseeing or recommending mitigation (where applicable), and entity 
responsible for implementing mitigation. 

For several resources, it was determined no direct adverse impacts will occur as a result of the 
Kinney Road Improvements Project; therefore, mitigation measures are not required. Resources 
that will not be impacted adversely as a result of the project include the following: 

• Special status species 

• Historical, cultural, and archaeological resources 

• Adjoining land uses and property values 

• Recreation 

• Neighborhood character 

Topography 

Roadway improvements along Kinney and Bopp Roads and Sarasota Boulevard generally will 
follow the existing grade. Accommodating the proposed roadway and intersection improvements 
will result in minimal changes to the existing topography. The final horizontal alignment and 
vertical grade will be designed to create safe vehicular and pedestrian circulation. 

Drainage 

Several intermittent washes that cross the project area originate from the southwestern slopes of 
Cat Mountain, located east of the project site. Several culverts that convey surface-water flow 
currently do not have the capacity to handle storm events; during storms, water overtops most of 
the existing culverts. The proposed project will provide improved drainage through the 
installation of new and upgraded culverts and drainage ditches along Kinney and Bopp Roads 
designed in accordance with the PCRDM.  

At this stage in the design process, the project design team is coordinating with the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE) to determine the level of effort necessary to obtain a Section 404 
Clean Water Act permit.  

Vegetation 

The proposed roadway improvements will result in the removal of native vegetative communities 
associated with Sonoran paloverde-mixed cacti desertscrub and xeroriparian scrub land covers in 
the project right-of-way. Permanent impacts will include areas where vegetation will be replaced 
by the pavement, roadway shoulders, and a clear area. Temporary impacts will occur where 
vegetation is cleared but revegetated at the completion of construction. 
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Potential Impacts Recommended Mitigation Agency Coordination 
and Consultation 

Parties Responsible for 
Implementation 

Cultural resources According to the archaeological survey (Appendix C of the draft 
EAMR), impacts on cultural resources are unlikely. 

PCDOT 
Pima County Cultural 
and Historic 
Preservation Office 
State Historic 
Preservation Office 

Not applicable 

Particulate disturbance during 
construction – air quality 

Implementation of Pima County dust-abatement procedures include 
watering to minimize dust leaving the site, covering stockpiles, and 
performing additional mitigation as stipulated in the Pima County air 
quality permit. 

PCDOT 
PDEQ 

Project design consultant, 
construction contractor 

Hazardous materials Should the project design encroach on either of the two recognized 
environmental conditions sites of properties identified as leaking 
underground storage tank, underground storage tank, or asbestos-
containing sites (Circle K or South Forty property), further analysis 
will be undertaken to determine if remedial activities are warranted. 

Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality 

Project design consultant, 
construction contractor 

Land use and property values Private property will be acquired for right-of-way purposes. Property 
owners will receive fair compensation for land rights to be acquired. 

PCDOT,  
Pima County Real 
Property 

PCDOT 

Recreation No recreational features are located within the project area; therefore, 
mitigation is not warranted. 

PCDOT Not applicable 

Local access Pima County will coordinate with property owners so they are aware 
of the proposed access revisions. 
Traffic control and/or signed detours will be applied during 
construction. 

PCDOT Project design consultant, 
construction contractor 

Utilities – potential to 
temporarily disrupt service 

Coordination with all local utility companies will take place 
throughout the design process to minimize inadvertent impacts on 
utility service. 

PCDOT PCDOT, construction 
contractor 



Kinney Road Improvements Project ES-12 Draft Executive Summary  
Draft EAMR  August 2007 

Potential Impacts Recommended Mitigation Agency Coordination 
and Consultation 

Parties Responsible for 
Implementation 

Noise A noise study performed specifically for the project determined 
further mitigation was not warranted. During construction, standard 
mitigation will be implemented to minimize noise. Rubberized 
asphalt concrete will be used to minimize roadway noise. 

PCDOT PCDOT, construction 
contractor 

Notes: EAMR = Environmental Assessment and Mitigation Report, PCDOT = Pima County Department of Transportation,  
PDEQ = Pima County Department of Environmental Quality, USACE = U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 



Kinney Road Improvements Project ES-13 Draft Executive Summary  
Draft EAMR  August 2007

AGENCY COORDINATION 

During the preliminary data-gathering stage of the Kinney Road Improvements Project, SWCA 
Environmental Consultants (SWCA) accessed the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Web 
site on May 2, 2007, for the current list of endangered, threatened, candidate, and conservation 
agreement species for Pima County. Consultation with the USFWS list was conducted in the 
production of the Biological Evaluation of the Kinney Road Improvement Project (SWCA 2007). 
USFWS provides updated lists of federally listed species on the agency’s Web site. The design 
team is currently in coordination with the USACE to determine the appropriate measures to 
comply with the Clean Water Act. 

During development of the biological evaluation, SWCA received correspondence from the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department on April 20, 2007. A copy of the letter received from 
Arizona Game and Fish Department is included in Appendix A of the Biological Evaluation of 
the Kinney Road Improvement Project. SWCA performed a search of the National Register 
Information System, the online database for historic properties listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places. The Arizona State Historic Preservation Office maintains the database and the 
results of the database search are included in the Archaeological Survey for the Kinney Road 
Improvement Project West of Tucson, Pima County, Arizona (2007), attached as Appendix C of 
this draft EAMR.  

The project team will continue to coordinate with appropriate agencies as the design-build 
process proceeds along the project corridors associated with Kinney Road, Bopp Road, and 
Sarasota Boulevard. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

In accordance with the 1992 Pima County Community Participation and Mitigation Ordinance 
(No. 1992-69), prior to the completion of the 2002 Kinney Road: Ajo Way to Sarasota Boulevard 
EAMR, a Community Advisory Committee (CAC) was established for the project. The original 
CAC included six property owners located within a 0.25–mile-wide corridor along the alignment 
of the originally proposed Kinney Road Improvements Project. A summary of the original CAC 
concerns, and comments based on CAC meetings, and comments from an open house held for 
the general public on April 24, 2001, are summarized in the 2003 Kinney Road: Ajo Way to 
Sarasota Boulevard Design Concept Report.  

The development agreement prepared by the Pima County Board of Supervisors in November 
2006 for the proposed Mountain Vista Shopping Center created the Neighborhood Advisory 
Committee (NAC). NAC membership is similar to that of the CAC, with one member of the 
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original CAC represented on the NAC. The NAC will serve in the role of the CAC for the 
Kinney Road Improvements Project, jointly referred to as the NAC/CAC in this document.  

Several meetings with the NAC/CAC have been scheduled as the EAMR proceeds, including: 

• May 30 – Discuss the project approach and scope. 

• June 27 – Discuss the public art component and the project status. 

• July 25 – Discuss the open house and noise analysis results. 

• September 6 – Discuss the NAC/CAC comments on the EAMR Executive Summary.  

• September 19 – Discuss NAC/CAC comments on the draft EAMR, potential content of 
the NAC/CAC recommendation to the Pima County Board of Supervisors, and the 
project status.  

An open house to discuss the Kinney Road Improvements Project was held on July 11, 2007, at 
Tucson Estates. The public also was provided an opportunity to discuss the Mountain Vista 
Shopping Center and proposed Ajo Way improvements. Attendees receive a survey 
questionnaire and were encouraged to provide comments on the project at the open house, in 
accordance with the public participation requirement in the PCRDM. 

Public involvement materials from prior to 2002 are available in the design concept report and in 
Addendum Number 1, Report of Public Participation, to the 2002 EAMR.  


